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SUBJECT: RUMORS OF GOVERNMENTAL SHAKE-UP 
REF: KINSHASA 8836 (NOTAL) 

1. PRESIDENT'S DEPARTURE POR SWITZERLAND (REPTEL) HAS PED RUMORS 
OP GOVERNMENTAL SHAKE-UP SIMILAR TO THOSE WHICH CIRCULATED AT 
TIME OP MOBUTU'S EUROPEAN VOYAGE EARLIER THIS YEAR. BELIEP 

IS WIDESPREAD IN GOVERNMENT CIRCLES THAT MOBUTU INTENDED TO 
ANNOUNCE SWEEPING CHANGES AT MEETING OP EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
SCHEDULED POR YESTERDAY, OCTOBER 20. LAST-MINUTE CANCELLATION 
OP MEETING NOW RUMORED TO REFLECT CONTINUED JOCKEYING POR POSITION 
BY THREATENED OPPICIALS. 

2. SEVERAL ZAIRIAN OPPICIALS HAVE SHARED WITH EMBASSY IN 
RECENT MONTHS THEIR BELIEF THAT THE APPOINTMENT OF AN EFFECTIVE 
PRIME MINISTER IS A PREREQUISITE POR THE SUCCESS OP ECONOMIC 
REFORMS. WE WERE ALSO TOLD BY A MEMBER OP PRESIDENT'S ENTOURAGE 
THAT HE WAS ASSURED BY MOBUTU'S ELDEST SON DURING THE PRESIDENT'S 
RECENT VISIT TO SOUTHERN APRICA, THAT "IMPORTANT CHANGES" 

WOULD BE ANNOUNCED SHORTLY. ACCORDING TO A SOURCE CLOSE TO 
UNTZA SECRETARY GENERAL KIKONGI, MOBUTU WAS EXPECTED TO ANNOUNCE 
YESTERDAY THE: 

- DESIGNATION OP PORMIN NGUZA AS PRIME MINISTER; 

- THE REPLACEMENT OP BISENGIMANA BY NAMWISI, PORMER MINISTER 
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- RETIREMENT OE GENERAL BUMBA, WHO HAS CONEIDED TO FRIENDS 
OE ABOVE SOURCE HIS CONCERN OVER THE DETERIORATION OF HIS 
RELATIONS WITH MOBUTU DURING THE PAST THREE MONTHS. 

3. WHAT HAPPENED IN EACT, AFTER CANCELLATION OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
MEETING, WAS THAT MOBUTU CALLED NGUZA AND GAVE HIM INSTRUCTIONS 
TO PASS ON TO THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AS GUIDELINES FOR BUSINESS AS 
USUAL DURING HIS ABSENCE. ILEO ALSO CALLED IN AND GIVEN SIMILAR 
GUIDANCE TO PASS ON TO THE POLITICAL BUREAU. THESE MOVES WILL 
FEED THE RUMOR MILL, WITH PARTISANS OF THE PRIME MINISTER OPTION 
SEEING A PRECURSOR OF NGUZA'S RISING STAR, WHILE OTHERS WILL SAY 
THAT THE LATEST MOVES PROVE THAT MOBUTU IS NOT PREPARED TO HAND 
OVER AUTHORITY IN ANY FORMAL WAY. IN A WORD, MOBUTU'S ABILITY TO 
KEEP HIS ELITES OFF BALANCE REMAINS INTACT. 

CUTLER 
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